




Something special and/or 
something I look forward 
to about Kesher/Nesiah:

Something 
important that I 
have learned at 
Kesher/Nesiah:

“Prayers.”
– Cosmim

“Jewish traditions and their stories.” 
– Menches

“Hebrew, reading stories about 
Torah, going to a Jewish place, and 
holidays.”

- Gan

“Learning about our Jewish past.” 
– Menches

“Seeing my teachers and friends.”
– Cosmim

“This is the only place I feel Jewish.” 
– Cosmim

“Being a part of a community with at 
least 1 thing in common.” – Cosmim

“[Coming here], because it’s fun!”
– Gan
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“Train the child according to their way” (Mishlei 22:6) - not through commands alone, but through true 
chinuch, an education that is geared to the individuality of each and every child. - Chovat Hatalmidim

Kesher is the Ahavath Achim Synagogue’s 
supplementary education program for grades Pre – K 

– 6th grade. 

Our curriculum meshes Jewish Holidays, Jewish 
Values, and children’s interests into a child-centered, 
project-based curriculum. 

We create confident and curious Jewish learners in a 
safe space where they can take risks, question, play, 
learn, explore, engage, create, make meaning, and 
love. We foster the child’s sense of Jewish self-

discovery by providing a nurturing environment 
where each person can explore and create their own 
identity.
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We believe in:

• viewing our relationships & 
interactions with others & 
our environment through 
the lens of Jewish values

• nurturing the whole child



From the Outside In: Understanding the Origins of 
our Prejudices through race, religion, and culture
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Nesiah, Hebrew for “journey,” is Ahavath Achim 
Synagogue’s on-the-move program for 7th through 
9th-grade students. Nesiah runs on a triennial 
curriculum, each year exploring a defining era in 
Jewish history and culminating with a memorable 
trip. The curriculum is uniquely designed to the 
needs of day school students and public-school 
students alike. As students gain a greater 
understanding of our shared Jewish history, they 
also learn more about their own identities and 
their families’ stories.

Nesiah



Skills Gained 
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Learning how to: 

Listen

Curiously ask 

questions

Self-reflecting

Engage in successful 

and mindful dialogues 

with those different 

than ourselves, 

creating open lines of 

communication
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“[Nesiah] helps [us] 
form Jewish 

identity because we 
learn what is 

happening and 
why.”

“Seeing other spaces 
and learning how to 

respect them [is 
important] if we want 

people to be tolerant of 
us.  It is helpful for us to 

learn to do the same, 
especially because 

people still don’t tolerate 
Jews.”
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We reflect 
upon the 
mission 
and how it 
is reflected 
in what we 
teach and 
what our 
students 
learn.

We . . . 
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Teach skills to our students so that 

they can be confident and comfortable 

in Jewish spaces (shabbat, synagogue, 

celebrate holidays, and understanding 

rituals).

1



Understanding & Practicing 
Rituals of Havadallah

25
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Learning the rituals behind 
lighting the menorah

Understanding Rituals
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Prayer Buddies in the sanctuary

Becoming Confident and comfortable in the Jewish Spaces



6/12/2025 28Learning about prayers

Learning how to write a 
prayer or blessing

Becoming Confident and comfortable in the Jewish Spaces
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Becoming 
Confident 

and 
comfortable 
with Jewish 

materials
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Baking Challah

Celebrating Holidays
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Learning the rituals for how to shake the lulav and etrog in a Sukkah

Celebrating Holidays



Instill values in each 
student for their own 
personal growth and 
identity
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G’milut Chasadim – the 
kindness of helping others

Arevut – taking responsibility 
for cleaning our spaces
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“They teach us how in another 
world what it was like in the past 
and how different people were 
in the the past.  Knowing how 
hard it was for Egyptians and 

slavery,  . . . I can try to change it.  
[Kesher] teach[es] me stuff I 

have never learned before, and I 
think it’s special.”

- Meyer Smith (Gan)
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Giving tzedakah

Taking care of our world through 
acts of service and preservation –
tikkun olam, shmirah, and avodah
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Learning 
about 

injustices 
so that we 

may 
change the 

world



Help students find 
where they fit in to 
become responsible 
Jews and stewards of 
their communities and 
the world.

37
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Deadheading Daffodils



Provide students 
space to explore 

what being Jewish 
means to them
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4
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“Here, you come to 
surround yourself with 

Jewish Community 
and Jewish 

connections and the 
importance of 

Judaism, and how we 
use it in everyday life.”

- Nesiah
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Making Mezuzot
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Telling our 
family stories 
at the 
Breman 
Museum 
Story Telling 
Festival
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Exploration 
of Jewish 

music within 
a group
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5
F

in
d joy in being Jewish
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“It is special 
how connected 

we are.”

- Nesiah
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offer hands-on 
experiences, 
where students 
learn to 
question, 
problem-solve, 
and build a 
more just world.
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We learned about:

“Equal rights, fighting 

for what we believe in, 

current events, tikkun 

olam, giving back, 

Zionism, antisemitism, 

culture (food and 

holidays), history of 

the Hebrew language, 

and Israel.”

- The Menches Class
54
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Experimenting with drums Retelling the story of Purim
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Understanding the Tu’Bshvat
season, mixing glasses of 

“wine”

Making afikomen bags
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Learning about the lunar calendar and Rosh Hodesh
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Making Tree Tea Studying courageous Jewish figures
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Making representations from the parsha Rocking Out!
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We aimed to create a 

space where Jewish 

children want to be, where 

they care about 

themselves and others, 

and being Jewish.  

Our Successes

So, how did we do that?!?!
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We created community 
through a culture of 
kindness, and connection, 
embodying a Living Torah.
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Kol 
Yisrael 
arevim
zeh la-

zeh

All jews 
are 

respon-
sible

for one 
another
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KehillahThrough . . .
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Enjoying time together

Older child guiding and 
supporting a younger 
one, working together



Working together
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Working together
6/12/2025 66



Matanot L’evyonim
helping those in need6/12/2025 67
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Innovations  



Prayer 

& 

song 

through 

music 

& 

drumming 
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New ways of engaging with our Judaism1
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Exploration of community and music through prayer
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2

Hebrew/Israel
Tefillah

Holidays

Torah

Values
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Making paper for 
Tu B’shvat

Mixed age, reflecting 
on our Judaism using 

tennis balls
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Learning how to do genealogy 
research with guest Exchange with Hindu Temple
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Nesiah trip 
to 

Charleston 
2024
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Nesiah trip to Birmingham & Selma 2025

Visiting Temple Mishkan Shalom, est. 1830s

Learning about Jewish congregants 
and their associations or lack thereof 
with the Civil Rights Movement
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Edmund Pettus 
Bridge

Sharing our reflection 
at Terry Chestnut’s 

live radio show

Meeting 
Reverend 

Tucker, MLK, 
Jr.’s bodyguard
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Kesher Schedule 2024-2025

9:30 Drop Off in Paradies Hall

9:30 - 9:45 Havdallah (whole school)

9:45 – 11:10

Circle Time/ 
Activity/Stations, music, 
Snack/ Break

11:15 – 11:30 Havruta (Prayer Buddies)

11:30 - 12:15 Chug (Elective)

12:15 - 12:30 Kehillah (Community)

12:30 Dismissal

3



Prayer Buddies
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Shabbat Family Experience 
(L’dor V’dor - intergenerational)
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Family Shabbat Experience Schedule

9:00-9:40 am B’nai Mitzvah Cohort

9:30 – 10:00 am Kesher Family Breakfast

10:00 - 11:15 am Class

11:15 am - 12:15 pm AA Community Family 

Time (flip-flop) 

• Family Services

• Torah Trials with Rabbi

12:10 – 12:20 pm End of Sanctuary Service 

5



Intergenerational Activities 
including holiday celebrations
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Planting Daffodils with the Daffodil Project

Sharing family stories 
around Passover



Holidays Highlights 
Tu B’shvat Seders, Sparks of Light, Purim
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Tu B’Shvat Seder

7
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Learning about Tu B’Shvat Foods

Creating a seder table and deciding with 
your family who should be invited from 
your past, present, and future 
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Passover Seder

Acting out plagues
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Hanukkah Summer Expo and Sparks of Light

Purim Re-enactment
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Including Israel 
in our everyday 
lives
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Bringing in our Shinshin, Gili, Aisenberg, to teach about Israel
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Studying locations 
in Israel

Weekly Kesher-wide 
Hatikvah during Kehillah
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3x Grant Recipient from Federation
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Summer Expo Sparks of Light 
Community Gather Grant



Educational Boost Grant 
Federation of Greater Atlanta
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Family Stories Documentary 
How We Connect: Strengthening Familial Ties

Coming Soon . . .
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Jteen (formerly JumpSpark) Prototype Grant
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Creating real life connections and 
communication between our 

educational programming and home
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Communications

Text: 
@3h3dgba to 81010 
or 
@3h3dgba to (510) 478-
9062

https://www.facebook.com/
aayoutheducationprogram

Youth and Family 
Programming Calendar Dates aayoutheducationprogram

https://www.instagram.com/aayoutheducationprogram?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR04C_hsUhZuxpRzy3886tj7iCVvAf1VBT-xiVUsqc6Lu-zzRKgUOkQ-DNg_aem_ralpQiDnLfzuSxx4N2lptA


Family Handbook
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• Snacks
• Tzedakah
• Birthdays

• B'nai Mitzvah Dates
• No toys

• No cell phones
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2024
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Enrollment 2024-

2025
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Projected Actual #s
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FY2324 , FY2425, FY2526

Projected Actual #s
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Reflections
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Reflections
Changes moving forward

• Need Jewish Curriculum Standards for each class
• Will begin Hebrew Infusion with Hebrew at the Center
• Thought our Israeli Shinshin added a great deal of value
• More intergenerational collaboration
• Intentional tzedakah giving
• Clearer messaging to students our 3 most important values
• Future possible electives: Hebrew, Yearbook, Sunshine Class
• Shabbat Family Experience well received
• More spiritual connectivity
• Increase differentiated learning to individualize goals that meet 

the needs of the student and the family
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A Million Dreams 

Music Video
A Passover Parody

Written by our Music”al” Elective
Produced and Edited by 

our very own Michael Levine

https://youtu.be/j0yfYHjw760
https://youtu.be/j0yfYHjw760
https://youtu.be/j0yfYHjw760
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Thank you!
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