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How Many Legs Do You Want on Your Table?

Taanit 24b:14

§ The Gemara continues to discuss
the righteous Rabbi Ḥanina ben
Dosa and the wonders he
performed. Rav Yehuda said that
Rav said: Each and every day a
Divine Voice emerges from Mount
Horeb and says: The entire world
is sustained by the merit of My son
Ḥanina ben Dosa, and yet for
Ḥanina, My son, a kav of carobs, a
very small amount of inferior food,
is suf�cient to sustain him for an
entire week, from one Shabbat eve
to the next Shabbat eve. The
Gemara relates: Rabbi Ḥanina ben
Dosa’s wife would heat the oven
every Shabbat eve and create a
great amount of smoke,due to
embarrassment, to make it appear
that she was baking, despite the fact
that there was no bread in her
house. She had a certain evil
neighbor who said to herself: Now,
I know that they have nothing.
What, then, is all this smoke? She
went and knocked on the door to
�nd out what was in the oven. Rabbi
Ḥanina ben Dosa’s wife was
embarrassed, and she ascended to

תענית כ״ד ב:י״ד

ׇכל יֹום ָאַמר ַרב ְיהוָּדה ָאַמר ַרב: ּבְ
ל ת קֹול יֹוֵצאת ְואֹוֶמֶרת: ּכָ ְויֹום ּבַ

ִני, ִביל ֲחִניָנא ּבְ ׁשְ ָהעֹוָלם ּכוּּלֹו ִניזֹּון ּבִ
ַקב ָחרוִּבים ֵמֶעֶרב ּיֹו ּבְ ִני ּדַ ַוֲחִניָנא ּבְ

ת. ֲהָוה ְרִגיָלא ּבָ ת ְלֶעֶרב ׁשַ ּבָ ׁשַ
ּנוָּרא ּכׇל ַמֲעֵלי ֵביְתהוּ ְלֵמיֲחָמא ּתַ ּדְ
וּם א ִמׁשּ ְדיָיא ַאְקַטְרּתָ ָתא ְוׁשָ ּבְ ְדׁשַ

יָבְבָתא יּסוָּפא. ֲהָוה ַלּה ָהְך ׁשִ ּכִ
ֵלית ֵדי יַָדְעָנא ּדְ א, ֲאַמָרה: ִמּכְ ּתָ יׁשְ ּבִ

י ַהאי? י, ַמאי ּכוּּלֵ ְלהוּ ְוָלא ִמיּדֵ
ְסָפא ָבא, ִאיּכַ ֲאַזָלא וְּטַרָפא ַאּבָ

רֹוָנא,ִאיְתֲעִביד ַלּה ַוֲעַייָלא ְלִאיְנּדְ
ָחְזיָא ְלַתּנוָּרא ְמֵלא ַלְחָמא א ּדְ ִנּסָ

א, ֲאַמָרה ַלּה: ְוַאּגָָנא ְמֵלא ֵליׁשָ
ָקא ָלִניָתא! ַאְייַתי ָמָסא, ּדְ ָלִניָתא, ּפְ ּפְ

ֲחִריְך ַלְחִמיְך. ֲאַמָרה ָלּה: ַאף ֲאָנא
ָנא: ַאף ִהיא ְלָהִביא ְלָהִכי ֲעַייִלי. ּתָ

ֶדת לוּּמֶ ּמְ ֵני ׁשֶ ה ִנְכְנָסה, ִמּפְ ַמְרּדֶ
ים. ִנּסִ ּבְ
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an inner room [inderona].A
miracle was performed for Rabbi
Ḥanina ben Dosa’s wife, as her
neighbor saw the oven �lled with
bread and the kneading basin
�lled with dough. She said to
Rabbi Ḥanina’s wife, calling her by
name: So-and-so, so-and-so, bring
a shovel, as your bread is burning.
She said to her neighbor: I too went
inside for that very purpose. A
tanna taught: She too had entered
the inner room to bring a shovel,
because she was accustomed to
miracles and anticipated that one
would occur to spare her
embarrassment.

○ Why is poverty seen as an embarrassment?
○ How do we reconcile the story's claim that they didn't have enough food BUT they had

enough wood or other fuel to stoke and burn the ovens each Shabbat?
○ Why does the neighbor treat her neighbor with such contempt?
○ Is treating people who are poor with contempt something that we do in our society today? 

Explain how?  

Taanit 25a:3

The Gemara further relates: Rabbi
Ḥanina’s wife said to him: Until
when will we continue to suffer
this poverty? He said to her: What
can we do? She responded: Pray for
mercy that something will be
given to you from Heaven. He
prayed for mercy and something
like the palm of a hand emerged
and gave him one leg of a golden
table. That night, his wife saw in a

תענית כ״ה א:ג׳

ֵביְתהוּ: ַעד ֵאיַמת ֵניִזיל ֲאַמָרה ֵליּה ּדְ
י ַהאי? ֲאַמר ַלּה: ַמאי ְוִנְצַטַער ּכוּּלֵ

י. בוּ ָלְך ִמיּדֵ ִניּתְ ִעי ַרֲחֵמי ּדְ ַנֲעֵביד? ּבְ
ת יָד יּסַ ִמין ּפִ ָעא ַרֲחֵמי, יְָצָתה ּכְ ּבְ

ָפתוָּרא ְרָעא ּדְ ִויַהבוּ ֵליּה ַחד ּכַ
יֵקי ֶחְלָמא, ֲעִתיִדי ַצּדִ ַדֲהָבא. ָחְזיָא ּבְ ּדְ

ִאית ֵליּה ַדֲהָבא ּדְ תוָּרא ּדְ ָאְכִלי ַאּפָ ּדְ
ְתֵרי תוָּרא ּדִ ְרֵעי, ְוִאיהוּ — ַאּפָ ָלת ּכַ ּתְ

ֵמיָכל ְרֵעי.ֲאַמר ַלּה: ִניָחא ָלְך ּדְ ּכַ
2

https://www.sefaria.org/Taanit.25a.3


dream that in the future, i.e., in the
World-to-Come, the righteous will
eat at a golden table that has three
legs, but she will be eating on a
table that has two legs.When she
told her husband this story, he said
to her: Are you content that
everyone will eat at a complete
table and we will eat at a defective
table? She said to him: But what
can we do? Pray for mercy, that
the leg of the golden table should be
taken from you. He prayed for
mercy, and it was taken from him.
A tanna taught in a baraita: The last
miracle was greater than the �rst,
as it is learned as a tradition that
Heaven gives but does not take
back.

ַלם ַמׁשְ תוָּרא ּדְ י ָעְלָמא ַאּפָ ָאְכִלי ּכוּּלֵ
ר. ֲאַמָרה ֵליּה: ְמַחּסַ תוָּרא ּדִ ַוֲאַנן ַאּפָ

ְקִליְנהוּ ִנׁשְ ִעי ַרֲחֵמי ּדְ וַּמאי ַנֲעֵביד? ּבְ
ָנא: ְקלוּהוּ. ּתָ ֵעי ַרֲחֵמי ְוׁשַ ִמיּנְָך. ּבָ

ּגָדֹול ָהיָה נֵס ַאֲחרֹון יֹוֵתר ִמן
ֵמיָהב יֲָהִבי ְגִמיִרי, ּדְ ָהִראׁשֹון. ּדִ

ְקִלי. ָקל ָלא ׁשָ ִמיׁשְ

○ The Table and the Table leg is a metaphor?   Explain the metaphor? 
○ Jewish scripture often expresses the idea that the reward for the righteous might not come

in this lifetime but is reserved for some time in the future (Olam HaBah) [See Pirkei Avot
2:16; Psalm 97].  In addition, suffering that happens in this world might lead to greater
rewards in the world to come.  Is it possible that receiving the table leg as a gift in this
world, to relieve their suffering, could be taken from the reward they will experience in the
world to come?  Does your theology comport with this?   Why or why not? 

Pirkei Avot 2:16

He [Rabbi Tarfon] used to say: It is
not your duty to �nish the work, but
neither are you at liberty to neglect
it; If you have studied much Torah,
you shall be given much reward.
Faithful is your employer to pay you
the reward of your labor; And know
that the grant of reward unto the

משנה אבות ב׳:ט״ז

ָלאָכה הוּא ָהיָה אֹוֵמר, לֹא ָעֶליָך ַהּמְ
ֵטל ה ֶבן חֹוִרין ִלּבָ ִלְגמֹר, ְולֹא ַאּתָ
ה, ּנָה. ִאם ָלַמְדּתָ תֹוָרה ַהְרּבֵ ִמּמֶ

ה. ְוֶנֱאָמן הוּא ָכר ַהְרּבֵ נֹוְתִנים ְלָך ׂשָ
ַכר ם ְלָך ׂשְ ּלֵ ׁשַ ּיְ ָך ׁשֶ ַבַעל ְמַלאְכּתְ

יִקים ל ַצּדִ ָכָרן ׁשֶ ן ׂשְ ֶתךָ. ְוַדע ַמּתַ ֻעּלָ ּפְ
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righteous is in the age to come. ֶלָעִתיד ָלבֹא:

Psalms 97

(11) Light is sown for the righteous,
radiance for the upright. (12) O you
righteous, rejoice in the LORD
and acclaim His holy name!

תהילים צ״ז

ֵרי־ֵל֥ב ֑יק וְּֽלִיׁשְ ּדִ  (יא) אֹ֭ור ָזֻרַ֣ע ַלּצַ
ה' יִקים ּבַ ְמח֣וּ ַצּ֭דִ ְמָחֽה׃ (יב) ׂשִ ׂשִ

ְו֝הֹוד֗וּ ְלֵזֶ֣כר ׇקְדׁשֹֽו׃ {פ}

Taanit 25a:5

The Gemara relates that one
Shabbat evening, Rabbi Ḥanina ben
Dosa saw that his daughter was
sad. He said to her: My daughter,
why are you sad? She said to him: I
confused a vessel of vinegar for a
vessel of oil and I lit the Shabbat
lamp with vinegar. Soon the lamp
will be extinguished and we will be
left in the dark. He said to her: My
daughter, what are you concerned
about? He Who said to the oil that
it should burn can say to the
vinegar that it should burn. A tanna
taught: That lamp burned
continuously the entire day, until
they brought from it light for
havdala.

תענית כ״ה א:ה׳

ֲהוֹות יּה ּדַ י ַחְזַייּה ְלַבְרּתֵ ְמׁשֵ י ׁשִ ַחד ּבֵ
אי י ַאּמַ ּתִ ֲעִציָבא, ֲאַמר ַלּה: ּבִ

ל חֹוֶמץ ִלי ׁשֶ ? ֲאַמָרה ֵליּה: ּכְ ֲעִציַבּתְ
י ֶמן ְוִהְדַלְקּתִ ל ׁשֶ ְכִלי ׁשֶ ף ִלי ּבִ ִנְתַחּלֵ

י, ּתִ ת. ֲאַמר ַלּה: ּבִ ּבָ ּנוּ אוּר ְלׁשַ ִמּמֶ
ֶמן ֶ ָאַמר ַלׁשּ ת ִלְך? ִמי ׁשֶ ַמאי ִאְכּפַ

ְוִיְדלֹוק, הוּא יֹאַמר ַלחֹוֶמץ ְוִיְדלֹוק.
ָנא: ָהיָה ּדֹוֵלק ְוהֹוֵלְך ּכׇל ַהּיֹום ּתָ

ּנוּ אוּר ֵהִביאוּ ִמּמֶ ּכוּּלֹו, ַעד ׁשֶ
ָלה. ְלַהְבּדָ

Rabbi Eliyahu Saftan - Times of Israel Blog:
Rav Chanina ben Dosa forewarned his daughter (Taanis 25a) “He Who said to the oil that
it should burn can say to the vinegar that it should burn. ”We need to be reminded of the
great Chanukah miracle, that a mere one day’s supply of oil burned for eight. We also need
to remember what we too often forget, that for oil to burn at all is a miracle too. Ramban
teaches that it is through a recognition of the great miracles that one can ultimately
recognize and praise the miracles hidden in everyday life. By the same token, until we
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recognize and embrace life’s everyday miracles, we might remain blind to the great
miracles. Just as the extraordinary allows us to see the ordinary, it is the ordinary that
opens our hearts to the out of the ordinary.
https://blogs.timeso�srael.com/chanukah-miracles-the-little-dreidel/

Bava Batra 74a:8

Rabbi Yoḥanan relates: Once we
were traveling on a ship and we
saw a certain crate [kartalita] in
which precious stones and pearls
were set, and a species of �sh
called sharks encircled it. He
descended,i.e., a diver [bar
amoraei] went into the water to
bring up this chest, and the �sh
became angry and sought to sever
his thigh, but the diver threw upon
it a �ask of vinegar and they
descended and swam away. A
Divine Voice emerged and said to
us: What right do you have to
touch the crate of the wife of Rabbi
Ḥanina ben Dosa, as she is
destined to insert sky-blue wool in
it to be used in the ritual fringes of
the righteous in the
World-to-Come?

בבא בתרא ע״ד א:ח׳

ֵעי ִזיְמָנא ֲחָדא ֲהָוה ּתַ י יֹוָחנָן ִמׁשְ ַרּבִ
א ַוֲחֵזיַנן ָהִהיא ְסִפיְנּתָ ָקא ָאְזִליַנן ּבִ

ּה ִעי ּבַ ֲהוֹו ָקא ְמַקּבְ ַקְרְטִליָתא ּדַ
ִלּיֹות ְוָהְדִרי ַלּה ֲאָבִנים טֹובֹות וַּמְרּגָ
ר א ְנֵחיתּבַ ְרׁשָ ֵרי ּכַ ִמּקְ ִמיֵני ִדְכוֹוֵרי ּדְ

ָאמֹוַראי ְלֵאתוַּיּה וְּרַגׁש וָּבֵעי
ָדא ִזיָקא ְמֵטיּה ְלַאְטֵמיּה וּׁשְ ִלׁשְ

ת ָקָלא ֲאַמר ַלן א וְּנֵחת ְנַפק ּבַ ְדַחּלָ
ֲהֵדי ַקְרְטִליָתא ַמאי ִאית ְלכוּ ּבַ
ן ּדֹוָסא י ֲחִניָנא ּבֶ ַרּבִ ְדֵביְתהוּ ּדְ ּדִ

יֵקי ּה ְלַצּדִ א ּבָ ֵכְלּתָ ְדיָא ּתְ ׁשָ ֲעִתיָדה ּדְ ּדַ
ְלָעְלָמא ְדָאֵתי

Bava Batra 73b:11

That Arab said to me: Come, I will
show you the dead of the
wilderness, i.e., the Jewish people
who left Egypt and died in the
wilderness. I went and saw them;
and they had the appearance of
one who is intoxicated, and they
were lying on their backs. And the

בבא בתרא ע״ג ב:י״א

ר א ַאֲחֵוי ָלְך ֵמֵתי ִמְדּבָ ָאַמר ִלי ּתָ
ִמי ּסְ ִמיּבַ ַמאן ּדְ ֲאַזִלי ֲחִזיִתיְנהוּ ְוָדמוּ ּכְ

יּה ְרּכֵ ְרִקיד ַוֲהָוה ְזִקיָפא ּבִ ְוָגנוּ ַאּפַ
ַחד ִמיּנְַייהוּ ְוָעיֵל ַטּיָיָעא ּתוֵּתי ּדְ
ְמָלא וְּזִקיָפא י ְרִכיב ּגַ יּה ּכִ ְרּכֵ ּבִ

ַסִקי ֲחָדא יּה ּפְ רוְּמֵחיּה ְוָלא ָנַגע ּבֵ
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knee of one of them was elevated,
and he was so enormous that the
Arab entered under his knee while
riding a camel and with his spear
upright, and he did not touch
him. I cut one corner of the
sky-blue garment that contains
ritual fringes of one of them, and
we were unable to walk. The Arab
said to me: Perhaps you took
something from them? Return it,
as we know by tradition that one
who takes something from them
cannot walk. I then returned the
corner of the garment, and then we
were able to walk.

ַחד ִמיּנְַייהוּ ְוָלא א ּדְ ַקְרָנא ִדְתֵכְלּתָ
ַקְלּתְ ְלָמא ׁשְ י ַלן ָאַמר ִלי ּדִ ּגִ ֲהָוה ִמְסּתַ
ַמאן ְגִמיִרי ּדְ ֵריּה ּדִ י ִמיּנְַייהוּ ַאְהּדְ ִמיּדֵ
י ֵליּה ּגִ י ִמיּנְַייהוּ ָלא ִמְסּתַ ֵקיל ִמיּדֵ ׁשָ ּדְ

י ַלן ּגִ יּה ַוֲהַדר ִמְסּתַ ְרּתֵ ֲאַזִלי ַאְהּדַ
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