My Favorite Talmudic Stories and What They Say

about Life!

Laurence Rosenthal

How Many Legs Do You Want on Your Table?

Taanit 24b:14

§ The Gemara continues to discuss
the righteous Rabbi Hanina ben
Dosa and the wonders he
performed. Rav Yehuda said that
Rav said: Each and every day a
Divine Voice emerges from Mount
Horeb and says: The entire world
is sustained by the merit of My son
Hanina ben Dosa, and yet for
Hanina, My son, a kav of carobs, a
very small amount of inferior food,
is sufficient to sustain him for an
entire week, from one Shabbat eve
to the next Shabbat eve. The
Gemara relates: Rabbi Hanina ben
Dosa’s wife would heat the oven
every Shabbat eve and create a
great amount of smoke,due to
embarrassment, to make it appear
that she was baking, despite the fact
that there was no bread in her
house. She had a certain evil
neighbor who said to herself: Now,
I know that they have nothing.
What, then, is all this smoke? She
went and knocked on the door to
find out what was in the oven. Rabbi
Hanina ben Dosa’s wife was
embarrassed, and she ascended to
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an inner room [inderona].A
miracle was performed for Rabbi
Hanina ben Dosa’s wife, as her
neighbor saw the oven filled with
bread and the kneading basin
filled with dough. She said to
Rabbi Hanina’s wife, calling her by
name: So-and-so, so-and-so, bring
a shovel, as your bread is burning.
She said to her neighbor: I too went
inside for that very purpose. A
tanna taught: She too had entered
the inner room to bring a shovel,
because she was accustomed to
miracles and anticipated that one
would occur to spare her
embarrassment.

Why is poverty seen as an embarrassment?

How do we reconcile the story's claim that they didn't have enough food BUT they had
enough wood or other fuel to stoke and burn the ovens each Shabbat?

Why does the neighbor treat her neighbor with such contempt?

Is treating people who are poor with contempt something that we do in our society today?

Explain how?

Taanit 25a:3

The Gemara further relates: Rabbi
Hanina’s wife said to him: Until
when will we continue to suffer
this poverty? He said to her: What
can we do? She responded: Pray for
mercy that something will be
given to you from Heaven. He
prayed for mercy and something
like the palm of a hand emerged
and gave him one leg of a golden
table. That night, his wife sawin a

A:X 71”2 NOay¥n
V1 NK TY AT A7 TN

2T 17120717 "R YA 277
T NY’D N3 DY A0 KY3
NIINDT RYID 17 777 1277

ROTY DY LNRRPN NN NITTT
2 PKT RITTT NNDK 2K
"INT NANDN — 3K Y712 7N
2277 19 NP1 A2 MRYI


https://www.sefaria.org/Taanit.25a.3

dream that in the future, i.e., in the
World-to-Come, the righteous will
eat at a golden table that has three
legs, but she will be eating on a
table that has two legs.When she
told her husband this story, he said
to her: Are you content that
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everyone will eat at a complete
table and we will eat at a defective
table? She said to him: But what
can we do? Pray for mercy, that
the leg of the golden table should be
taken from you. He prayed for
mercy, and it was taken from him.
A tanna taught in a baraita: The last
miracle was greater than the first,
asitislearned as a tradition that
Heaven gives but does not take

back.

Slrlvl v ririvie

o The Table and the Table leg is a metaphor? Explain the metaphor?

o Jewish scripture often expresses the idea that the reward for the righteous might not come
in this lifetime but is reserved for some time in the future (Olam HaBah) [See Pirkei Avot
2:16; Psalm 97]. In addition, suffering that happens in this world might lead to greater
rewards in the world to come. Is it possible that receiving the table leg as a gift in this
world, to relieve their suffering, could be taken from the reward they will experience in the
world to come? Does your theology comport with this? Why or why not?

Pirkei Avot 2:16 V2 MaAN Mmwn
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He [Rabbi Tarfon] used to say: Itis
not your duty to finish the work, but
neither are you at liberty to neglect
it; If you have studied much Torah,
you shall be given much reward.
Faithful is your employer to pay you
the reward of your labor; And know
that the grant of reward unto the
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righteous is in the age to come.

Psalms 97

(11) Light is sown for the righteous,
radiance for the upright. (12) O you
righteous, rejoice in the LORD

and acclaim His holy name!

Taanit 25a:5

The Gemara relates that one
Shabbat evening, Rabbi Hanina ben
Dosa saw that his daughter was
sad. He said to her: My daughter,
why are you sad? She said to him: I
confused a vessel of vinegar for a
vessel of oil and I1it the Shabbat
lamp with vinegar. Soon the lamp
will be extinguished and we will be
leftin the dark. He said to her: My
daughter, what are you concerned
about? He Who said to the oil that
it should burn can say to the
vinegar that it should burn. A tanna
taught: That lamp burned
continuously the entire day, until
they brought from it light for
havdala.
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Rabbi Eliyahu Saftan - Times of Israel Blog:

Rav Chanina ben Dosa forewarned his daughter (Taanis 25a) “He Who said to the oil that
it should burn can say to the vinegar that it should burn. ”We need to be reminded of the
great Chanukah miracle, that a mere one day’s supply of oil burned for eight. We also need
to remember what we too often forget, that for oil to burn at all is a miracle too. Ramban
teaches that it is through a recognition of the great miracles that one can ultimately
recognize and praise the miracles hidden in everyday life. By the same token, until we
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recognize and embrace life’s everyday miracles, we might remain blind to the great
miracles. Just as the extraordinary allows us to see the ordinary, it is the ordinary that

opens our hearts to the out of the ordinary.
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/chanukah-miracles-the-little-dreidel/

Bava Batra 74a:8

Rabbi Yohanan relates: Once we
were traveling on a ship and we
saw a certain crate [kartalita] in
which precious stones and pearls
were set, and a species of fish
called sharks encircled it. He
descended,i.e., a diver [bar
amoraei] went into the water to
bring up this chest, and the fish
became angry and sought to sever
his thigh, but the diver threw upon
it a flask of vinegar and they
descended and swam away. A
Divine Voice emerged and said to
us: What right do you have to
touch the crate of the wife of Rabbi
Hanina ben Dosa, as she is
destined to insert sky-blue wool in
it to be used in the ritual fringes of
the righteous in the
World-to-Come?

Bava Batra 73b:11

That Arab said to me: Come, I will
show you the dead of the
wilderness, i.e., the Jewish people
who left Egypt and died in the
wilderness. I went and saw them;
and they had the appearance of
one who is intoxicated, and they
were lying on their backs. And the
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knee of one of them was elevated,
and he was so enormous that the
Arab entered under his knee while
riding a camel and with his spear
upright, and he did not touch
him. I cut one corner of the
sky-blue garment that contains
ritual fringes of one of them, and
we were unable to walk. The Arab
said to me: Perhaps you took
something from them? Return it,
as we know by tradition that one
who takes something from them
cannot walk. I then returned the
corner of the garment, and then we
were able to walk.
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