YOM KIPPUR TORAH STUDY
Ahavath Achim Synagogue, Atlanta, GA
Sept. 16, 2021 — 10 Tishrei 5782
Dr. Steve Chervin

Yishmael, My Son, Bless Me
B. Berakhot 7a

l. Introduction

ll. The Priestly Service in the Temple (from the Machzor)
e https://www.sefaria.org/Machzor_Yom_Kippur_Ashkenaz%2C_Musaf
_for_Yom_Kippur%2C_The_Avodah_Service?lang=bi

lll. First Version of the Story (from A Bride for One Night, by Ruth
Calderon)

IV. Questions
e Who is Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha? Why was he entering the Holy of

Holies? Can a rabbi be a High Priest?

What is the Inner Innermost Sanctum?

What does Achatriel Yah Adonai Tzvaot mean??

What do we make of the anthropomorphisms in this passage?
Why does He say, “Yishmael, my son, bless me"??

How does Yishmael answer God? Does he “bless” God?
What do we learn from this story?

V. Second Version of the Story: From the Talmud (Sefaria)
https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.7a.4?lang=bi

VI. Third Version of the Story: Ruth Calderon’s Creative Retelling
e What does Calderon’s creative retelling, add to the original Talmudic
story? What's the same? What's different?
e In what ways does Calderon transform this short snippet of Talmudic
text into literature?

Vil. Calderon’s Reflections on the Story
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