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Shmini Atzaret - The 8th Day of Remaining  
What Sort of Holiday is This? 

Source Sheet by Laurence Rosenthal 
 

Leviticus 23:36 

(36) Seven days you shall bring offerings by fire to the 
LORD. On the eighth day, you shall observe a sacred 
occasion and bring an offering by fire to the LORD; it is a 
solemn gathering: you shall not work at your occupations. 

 ו ״ל:ג״כ ויקרא

ינִׁ   שְמִׁ וֹם הַּ יַ֣ יקוק בַּ ה לַּ ֶּׁ֖ ש  יבוּ אִׁ ִ֥ קְרִׁ ים תַּ ַ֣ת יָמִִׁ֔ בְעַּ י )לו( שִׁ

ת   ר  ַ֣ יקוק עֲצ  ַֽ ה לַּ ֶּׁ֤ ש  ם אִׁ בְת ֶ֨ קְרַּ ם וְהִׁ ה לָכ ֶ֜ הְי ֶ֨ שׁ֩ יִׁ קְרָא־קֹד  מִׁ

וּ׃  עֲשַֽ א תַּ ִֹ֥ ה ל ת עֲבֹדֶָּׁ֖ ִ֥אכ  וא כָל־מְל   הִִׁ֔

 

 
Deuteronomy 16:13-15 

(13) After the ingathering from your threshing floor and 
your vat, you shall hold the Feast of Booths for seven days. 
(14) You shall rejoice in your festival, with your son and 
daughter, your male and female slave, the [family of the] 
Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow in your 
communities. (15) You shall hold a festival for your God  יהוה 
seven days, in the place that יהוה will choose; for your God 
 will bless all your crops and all your undertakings, and יהוה
you shall have nothing but joy. 

 
 ו ״ט -ג״י:ז״ט דברים

בְ  ה לְךֶּׁ֖ שִׁ ִ֥ עֲש  ת תַּ כֹֹּ֛ סֻּ ג הַּ ַ֧ רְנְךֶּׁ֖  )יג( חַּ גׇּ ַֽ סְפְךִ֔ מִׁ ים בְאֶׇּ֨ ִ֑ ת יָמִׁ ַ֣ עַּ

בְדְךַ֣   ךֶּ֙ וְעַּ ת ֶּ֙ נְךֶּׁ֤ וּבִׁ ה וּבִׁ תֶָ֨ ִֶּ֑֑ך אַּ ג  חְתֶָּׁ֖ בְחַּ ך׃ )יד( וְשָמַּ ַֽ קְב  יִׁ וּמִׁ

ר   ִ֥ אֲש  לְמָנֶָּׁ֖ה  וְהָאַּ וֹם  יָתִ֥ וְהַּ ֹּ֛ר  גֵּ וְהַּ י  וִִׁ֗ לֵּ וְהַּ ך  אֲמָת ִ֔ וַּ

יהֹוַָ֣  לַּ תָחֹגֶּ֙  ים  יָמִִׁ֗ ת  ַ֣ בְעַּ שִׁ )טו(  יך׃  ַֽ שְעָר  יך  בִׁ אֱלֹה ִ֔ ה 

ל   יך בְכֶֹּׁ֤ כְךָ֞ יְהֹוַָ֣ה אֱלֹה ִ֗ י יְבָר  ַ֣ ר יְהֹוִָ֑ה כִׁ ַ֣ בְחַּ ר־יִׁ וֹם אֲש  מָקֶּׁ֖ בַּ

׃  חַּ ַֽ ךְ שָמֵּ ִ֥ יתָ אַּ ֶּׁ֖ יך וְהָיִׁ ה יָד ִ֔ ַ֣ עֲשֵּ תְךֶּ֙ וּבְכֹלֶּ֙ מַּ  תְבוּאַָֽ

 

 
Rashi on Leviticus 23:36:1 

הוא  עצרת (1)  — The word is derived from the root עצר “to 
hold back” and suggests: I keep you back with Me one day 
more. It is similar to the case of a king who invited his 
children to a banquet for a certain number of days. When 
the time arrived for them to take their departure he said, 
“Children, I beg of you, stay one day more with me; it is so 
hard for me to part with you!” (cf. Rashi on Numbers 29:36 
and Sukkah 55b). 

 
 ׳ א:ו״ל: ג״כ ויקרא על י"רש

ךְ    עצרת הוא. )א(   ל  י; כְמ  צְלִׁ ם א  תְכ  י א  רְתִׁ עָצַּ

יוָן   ים, כֵּ סְעוּדָה לְכָךְ וְכָךְ יָמִׁ ת בָנָיו לִׁ ן א  מֵּ זִׁ ש 

ם   כ  מִׁ קָשָה  בְבַּ בָנַּי  ר,  אָמַּ ר,  פָטֵּ לִׁ נָן  זְמַּ יעַּ  גִׁ הִׁ ש 

חָד י עוֹד יוֹם א  מִׁ כְבוּ עִׁ ם: עַּ תְכ  דַּ י פְרֵּ  , קָשָה עָלַּ

Numbers 29:35 

(35) On the eighth day you shall hold a solemn gathering 
you shall not work at your occupations. 

 ה ״ל:ט״כ במדבר

ל־  ִ֑ם כׇּ ַ֣ה לָכ  הְי  ת תִׁ ר  ֶּׁ֖ י עֲצ  ינִִׁ֔ שְמִׁ יוֹםֶּ֙ הַּ )לה( בַּ

וּ׃  עֲשַֽ א תַּ ִֹ֥ ה ל ת עֲבֹדֶָּׁ֖ ִ֥אכ   מְל 

 
Bamidbar Rabbah 21:24 

(24) 24 (Numb. 29:35) “On the eighth day you shall have a 
solemn assembly”: This text is related (to Is. 26:16), “You 
have added to the nation O Lord." The Community of Israel 
said in front of the Holy One, blessed be He, “Master of the 
world, You added [years of] tranquility to the generation of 
the flood, did they maybe ever offer a single bull or a single 
ram? It is not enough that they did not offer, but they 
[even] said (in Gen. 11:4), ‘Let us build for ourselves a city.’ 
And so too with the Sodomites, and so too with Pharaoh, 
and so too with Sennacherib and so too with 
Nebuchadnezzar. Did they maybe ever offer a single bull or 

 ד ״כ:א״כ רבה במדבר

ר   אָמַּ ש  ז ה  ת,  ר  עֲצ  י  ינִׁ שְמִׁ הַּ יוֹם  בַּ )כד( 

הֲ  ת אַּ חַּ כָתוּב )תהלים קט, ד(: תַּ י  הַּ בָתִׁ

חָג   ב  א  מוֹצֵּ תְ  אַּ לָה,  תְפִׁ י  אֲנִׁ וַּ י  שְטְנוּנִׁ יִׁ

ים   פָרִׁ ים  בְעִׁ לְפָנ יך שִׁ ין  יבִׁ קְרִׁ מַּ ל  שְרָאֵּ יִׁ

בוֹן   ל רִׁ שְרָאֵּ מוֹת, אָמְרוּ יִׁ ים אֻּ בְעִׁ ל שִׁ עַּ

ם   יה  עֲלֵּ ין  יבִׁ קְרִׁ מַּ אָנוּ  י  הֲרֵּ ים  הָעוֹלָמִׁ

אֱהֹב אוֹתָנוּ  ין ל  יכִׁ ים וְהָיוּ צְרִׁ ים פָרִׁ בְעִׁ   שִׁ
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a single ram? It is not enough that they did not offer 
[anything] in front of You, but they even angered You. And 
to whom is it fitting for You to add tranquility and glory? 
To Israel, as stated (in Is. 26:16), ‘You have added to the 
nation.’” And a nation is only referring to Israel, as stated 
(in II Sam. 7:23), “And who is like Your people Israel, a 
unique nation on earth.” The community of Israel said in 
front of the Holy One, blessed be He, “Master of the world, 
You should add festivals for us, and we shall offer sacrifices 
in front of You as is fitting.” (Is. 26:16, cont.) “You have 
been honored,” “You have given us new moons, and we 
sacrifice in front of You [then], as is stated (in Numb. 28:11), 
‘And on new moons.’ You have given us Passover, we have 
sacrificed to You; You have given us Pentecost, we have 
sacrificed to You; You have given us the New Year, we have 
sacrificed to You; You have given us the Day of Atonement, 
we have sacrificed to You. And so too on the festival [of 
Tabernacles]. We have not ignored [the sacrifices for] even 
one festival.” The Community of Israel said, “You should 
add festivals for us, and we shall offer sacrifices in front of 
You and honor You.” (Is. 26:16, cont.) “You have added to 
the nation and been honored […].” The Holy One, blessed 
be He, said to Israel, “By your lives, I will not take away 
holidays [from you], but I will add festivals for you to 
rejoice in them, as stated (in Numb. 29:35), ‘On the eighth 
day you shall have a solemn assembly.’”  

ת   חַּ תַּ ר:  נ אֱמַּ ש  אוֹתָנוּ,  ין  שוֹנְאִׁ ם  וְהֵּ

ם   לָה  ר  אָמַּ יכָךְ  לְפִׁ י.  שְטְנוּנִׁ יִׁ י  הֲבָתִׁ אַּ

ל   עַּ יבוּ  קְרִׁ הַּ כְשָו  עַּ הוּא  בָרוּךְ  קָדוֹש  הַּ

הְי ה   תִׁ ת  ר  עֲצ  י  ינִׁ שְמִׁ הַּ יוֹם  בַּ ם,  צְמְכ  עַּ

ם עֹלָה   בְת  קְרַּ ם. )במדבר כט, לו(: וְהִׁ לָכ 

יחֹ  נִׁ יחַּ  רֵּ ה  שֵּ ל אִׁ יִׁ אַּ חָד  א  ר  פַּ יקוק  לַּ חַּ 

ת   בְעַּ עָשָה סְעוּדָה שִׁ ךְ ש  ל  חָד, מָשָל לְמ  א 

ינָה   מְדִׁ בַּ ש  אָדָם  בְנֵּי  כָל  ן  מֵּ וְזִׁ ים,  יָמִׁ

עָבְרוּ   ש  יוָן  כֵּ ה,  שְת  מִׁ הַּ י  יְמֵּ ת  בְעַּ בְשִׁ

ר לְאוֹהֲבוֹ כְבָר   ה, אָמַּ שְת  מִׁ י הַּ ת יְמֵּ בְעַּ שִׁ

כָ  מִׁ ינוּ  יָדֵּ ל  יָצָאנוּ  לְגֵּ נְגַּ ינָה,  מְדִׁ הַּ בְנֵּי  ל 

בָשָר   טְרָא  לִׁ מְצָא,  תִׁ ש  ה  מ  בַּ תָה  וְאַּ י  אֲנִׁ

קָדוֹש   הַּ ר  אָמַּ כָךְ  יָרָק.  אוֹ  דָג  ל  ש  אוֹ 

י   ינִׁ שְמִׁ הַּ יוֹם  בַּ ל:  שְרָאֵּ לְיִׁ הוּא  בָרוּךְ 

ם   ת  אַּ ה ש  מ  לְגְלוּ בַּ ם, גַּ הְי ה לָכ  ת תִׁ ר  עֲצ 

ר א   ים, בְפַּ חָד.מוֹצְאִׁ ל א  יִׁ  חָד וְאַּ

 

 
Nehemiah 8:8-18 

(8) They read from the scroll of the Teaching of God, 
translating it and giving the sense; so they understood the 
reading. (9) Nehemiah the Tirshatha, Ezra the priest and 
scribe, and the Levites who were explaining to the people 
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your 
God: you must not mourn or weep,” for all the people were 
weeping as they listened to the words of the Teaching. (10) 
He further said to them, “Go, eat choice foods and drink 
sweet drinks and send portions to whoever has nothing 
prepared, for the day is holy to our Lord. Do not be sad, for 
your rejoicing in the LORD is the source of your strength.” 
(11) The Levites were quieting the people, saying, “Hush, for 
the day is holy; do not be sad.” (12) Then all the people went 
to eat and drink and send portions and make great 
merriment, for they understood the things they were told. 
(13) On the second day, the heads of the clans of all the 
people and the priests and Levites gathered to Ezra the 
scribe to study the words of the Teaching. (14) They found 
written in the Teaching that the LORD had commanded 
Moses that the Israelites must dwell in booths during the 
festival of the seventh month, (15) and that they must 
announce and proclaim throughout all their towns and 

 
 ח ״ י-׳ח׳:ח נחמיה

וֹם   ש וְשַ֣ ים מְפֹרִָ֑ ֶּׁ֖ ת הָאֱלֹהִׁ ִ֥ ר בְתוֹרַּ פ  ֹּ֛ סֵּ וּ בַּ קְרְאִ֥ ֶּ֑יִׁ ַֽ )ח( וַּ

וּא   מְיַָ֣ה הַ֣ ר נְח  אמ  ַֹ֣ י א׃ }פ{ )ט( וַּ קְרַָֽ מִׁ ינוּ בַּ ֶּׁ֖ יָבִׁ ל וַּ כ  ש ִ֔

זְרַָ֣  וְע  תָא  רְשָ  תִׁ ים הַּ ינִֶׁ֨ מְבִׁ הַּ םׁ֩  יִׁ לְוִׁ וְהַּ ר  סֹפֵּ  ן ׀ הַּ ַ֣ כֹהֵּ הַּ א 

יהֹוַָ֣ה   לַּ ש־הוּאֶּ֙  קָדַֹֽ וֹם  יֶּׁ֤ הַּ ם  ל־הָעִָ֗ לְכׇּ ם  ת־הָעֶָ֜ א 

ל־  כׇּ יםֶּ֙  בוֹכִׁ י  ֶּׁ֤ כִׁ וּ  בְכִ֑ ל־תִׁ וְאַּ וּ  בְלֶּׁ֖ תְאַּ ַֽ ל־תִׁ אַּ ם  יכ ִ֔ אֱלֹהֵּ

ם   לָה   ר  אמ  ַֹ֣ י וַּ ה׃ )י(  תוֹרַָֽ י הַּ ִ֥ בְרֵּ ת־דִׁ מְעֶָּׁ֖ם א  ם כְשׇּ הָעִָ֔

כְ  אִׁ מָנוֹתֶּ֙ לְכוּׁ֩  וּ  לְחֶּׁ֤ וְשִׁ ים  קִִׁ֗ מְתַּ ַֽ מַּ וּ  וּשְתַ֣ ים  נִֶׁ֜ שְמַּ מַּ וּ  לֶ֨

בוּ   עָצִֵּ֔ ַ֣ ל־תֵּ ִ֑ינוּ וְאַּ אֲדֹנֵּ וֹם לַּ יֶּׁ֖ וֹש הַּ י־קָדִ֥ ַֽ וֹ כִׁ וֹן לִ֔ ין נָכַ֣ ַ֣ לְאֵּ

ים  ֶּׁ֤ חְשִׁ ם מַּ יִָׁ֞ לְוִׁ ם׃ )יא( וְהַּ ַֽ עֻּזְכ  יא מַָֽ ִ֥ ִ֥ת יְהֹוֶָּׁ֖ה הִׁ דְוַּ י־ח  ַֽ כִׁ

יֶּׁ֖  י הַּ ִ֥ סוּ כִׁ ר הִַּ֔ אמַֹ֣ ל־הָעָםֶּ֙ לֵּ בוּ׃  לְכׇּ ַֽ עָצֵּ ל־תֵּ ש וְאַּ וֹם קָדִֹ֑

וֹת   ַ֣ח מָנִ֔ לַּ שְתוֹתֶּ֙ וּלְשַּ ל וְלִׁ אֱכֶֹּׁ֤ ם ל  ל־הָעֶָ֜ וּ כׇּ יֵּלְכֶ֨ )יב( וַּ

ר   ִ֥ אֲש  ים  ִ֔ דְבָרִׁ בַּ ינוֶּּ֙  ֶּ֙ בִׁ הֵּ י  ֶּׁ֤ כִׁ ה  גְדוֹלִָ֑ ה  מְחַָ֣ שִׁ וֹת  עֲשֶּׁ֖ וְלַּ

ם׃ }פ{  ַֽ יעוּ לָה  ֶּׁ֖  הוֹדִׁ

וֹת   י הָאָבֶ֜ סְפוּׁ֩ רָאשֵֶּ֨ י נ א  נִׁ  שֵּ וֹם הַּ יַ֣ ם  )יג( וּבַּ ל־הָעִָ֗ לְכׇּ

ל־  א  יל  ֶּׁ֖ שְכִׁ וּלְהַּ ר  ִ֑ סֹפֵּ הַּ א  זְרֶָּׁ֖ ל־ע  א  ם  יִִׁ֔ לְוִׁ וְהַּ יםֶּ֙  הֲנִׁ כַֹֽ הַּ

ר   אֲש ֶ֨ ה  תוֹרִָ֑ בַּ וּב  כָתַ֣ וּ  מְצְאֶּׁ֖ ֶּ֑יִׁ ַֽ וַּ )יד(  ה׃  תוֹרַָֽ הַּ י  ִ֥ בְרֵּ דִׁ

ל  ַ֧ שְרָאֵּ י־יִׁ ַֽ בְנֵּ וּ  יֵּשְבֶ֨ רׁ֩  אֲש  ה  בְיַּד־מֹש ִ֔ יְהֹוָהֶּ֙  וֶָּּׁ֤ה  צִׁ

ש   ד  חִֹ֥ ג בַּ חֶָּׁ֖ וֹת ב  כֹּ֛ סֻּ יעוּ בַּ ר יַּשְמִִׁ֗ ַ֣ אֲש  י׃ )טו( וַּ ַֽ יעִׁ שְבִׁ הַּ
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Jerusalem as follows, “Go out to the mountains and bring 
leafy branches of olive trees, pinea trees, myrtles, palms and 
[other] leafy-a trees to make booths, as it is written.” (16) So 
the people went out and brought them, and made 
themselves booths on their roofs, in their courtyards, in the 
courtyards of the House of God, in the square of the Water 
Gate and in the square of the Ephraim Gate. (17) The whole 
community that returned from the captivity made booths 
and dwelt in the booths—the Israelites had not done so 
from the days of Joshua son of Nun to that day—and there 
was very great rejoicing. (18) He read from the scroll of the 
Teaching of God each day, from the first to the last day. They 
celebrated the festival seven days, and there was a solemn 
gathering on the eighth, as prescribed. 

וּ   צְאַ֣ אמֹר֒  לֵּ ִׁם  ַ֣ ירוּשָלַּ וּבִׁ ם֮  יה  ל־עָרֵּ בְכׇּ וֹל  קִ֥ ירוּ  וְיַּעֲבִֶׁ֨

סֶּ֙  הֲדַּ י  ֶּׁ֤ עֲלֵּ וַּ ן  מ  ש ִ֔ ץ  ַ֣ י־עֵּ עֲלֵּ וַּ תֶּ֙  יִׁ י־זֶַּּ֙ עֲלֵּ יאוֶּּ֙  ֶּ֙ וְהָבִׁ ר  הָהִָ֗

וּב׃   כָתַֽ כַּ ת  כֶֹּׁ֖ סֻּ ת  עֲשִֹ֥ לַּ ת  עָבִֹ֑ ץ  ַ֣ עֵּ י  ֶּׁ֖ עֲלֵּ וַּ ים  ִ֔ תְמָרִׁ י  ַ֣ עֲלֵּ וַּ

ם            ס{} לָה ֶ֨ יַּעֲשוּׁ֩  וַּ יאוּ֒  יָבִׁ֒ וַּ הָעָם֮  וּ  יֵּצְאַ֣ וַּ )טז( 

ית  ַ֣ בֵּ וֹת  צְרֶּׁ֖ וּבְחַּ ם  יה ִ֔ תֵּ צְרַֹ֣ וּבְחַּ גוֶֹּ֙  ל־גַּ עַּ יש  ֶּׁ֤ אִׁ וֹת  כֶ֜ סֻּ

ר  עַּ ִ֥ שַּ וֹב  רְחֶּׁ֖ וּבִׁ ם  יִׁ מִַּ֔ הַּ ר  עַּ ַ֣ שַּ רְחוֹבֶּ֙  וּבִׁ ים  ִ֑ הָאֱלֹהִׁ

ם׃ }ס{ יִׁ פְרַָֽ קָהַָ֠           א  ל־הַַּ֠ ַֽ וּ כׇּ עֲשַ֣ ַֽ יַּ ים )יז( וַּ שָבִֶׁ֨ ל הַּ

יׁ֩   ימֵּ וּ מִׁ א־עָש  ַֹֽ י ל ַ֣ כוֹת֒ כִׁ סֻּ וּ בַּ יֵּשְבַ֣ כוֹת֮ וַּ י ׀ סֻּ ִ֥ שְבִׁ ן־הַּ מִׁ

י  ִ֥ תְהִׁ וּא וַּ הִ֑ וֹם הַּ יַ֣ ד הַּ ֶּׁ֖ ל עַּ שְרָאִֵּ֔ ַ֣י יִׁ ןֶּ֙ בְנֵּ וּן כֵּ ן־נִ֥ וּעַּ בִׁ יֵּשֶ֨

ת   ֶּׁ֤ תוֹרַּ ר  פ  בְסֵֶּ֨ א  קְרַָ֠ יִׁ וַַּ֠ )יח(  ד׃  מְאַֹֽ ה  גְדוֹלִָ֥ ה  מְחֶָּׁ֖ שִׁ

וֹם  יַ֣ יםֶּ֙  וֹם  הָאֱלֹהִׁ יַ֣ הַּ ד  ֶּׁ֖ עַּ וֹן  אשִ֔ רִׁ הַָֽ יוֹםֶּ֙  ן־הַּ מִׁ וֹם  ׀ בְיִ֔

י   ֹּ֛ ינִׁ שְמִׁ הַּ וֹם  יַ֧ וּבַּ ים  יָמִִׁ֔ ת  ַ֣ בְעַּ שִׁ ַֽעֲשוּ־חָגֶּ֙  יַּ וַּ וֹן  חֲרִ֑ הָאַּ

ט׃ }פ{  שְפַָֽ מִׁ ת כַּ ר  ֶּׁ֖  עֲצ 
  

 

 
Ma'amarey Admor Ha-Zaken 
(35) On the eighth day you shall hold a solemn gathering 
  
...Why do we begin to recite "the One who makes the wind blow and the rain fall' on Shmini Atzaret?...Dew 
represents love, and rain represents awe/fear.  Both are crucial, since with love alone your personal existence 
would be totally annihilated, [for love would reabsorb you back into the divine self].  Fear is necessary because it 
represents drawing back.  Love and fear together are called the two wings [by which prayer flies upward]. 
...Therefore we mention rain in the blessing that describes God's power (gevurot, associated with 'fear').  Rainfall 
is actually an expression of divine restraint since it descends drop by drop [rather than all at once].  On the eighth 
day of Shmini Atzaret, [God's] love is revealed without any limits, and therefore we must mention the rain in order 
to hold it back (la-atzor/'Atzaret).  This allows the world to maintain its existence... 
  
 
 
Rabbi Sampson Raphael Hirsch - Commentary on Number 29:35 
רֶת  מִינִ  י  עֲצֶֶ֖ וֹם On the 8th day of Remaining - not - בַיּוֹם    הַשְּׁ  AND on the day," as it says in the cases of all the" וּבַיּּ֧
preceding days, for the eighth day is a festival in its own right.  
On the eighth day, the sounds of the public rejoicing over the sukkot festival cease.  No longer do we contemplate 
in a state of rapture the distant future of all mankind's salvation.  Rather, we quietly assemble before God before 
we return to the reality of the still unrefined, imperfect present.  Only then can we return to the service of God of 
everyday life, for our consciousness has been enriched and elevated by the whole cycle of the festivals, and the 
spirit that inspired us when we were before God will not depart from us in all the trials that we are likely to face.   
On this eighth day, we renew, at the parting greeting in God's sanctuary, the consciousness that all of us together 
belong to God and are bound in our destinies and endeavors to God's Torah.  As one community we shall work in 
the fields of the future of humanity; as one community we shall be guides leading the flock of nations; and God's 
guidance will be revealed through our destiny, for we are God's covenantal people.   
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