BYLAWS

OF AHAVATH ACHIM CONGREGATION

Proposed Amendments
Article Il

Mission and Vision

We create a vibrant, inclusive, spiritual community that empowers individuals to connect Jewishly beyond themselves.

We cultivate a Jewish community of purposeful belonging. We inspire and support spiritual journeys by deepening relationships with one another. We believe it is at the crossroads of our spiritual paths that life’s purpose and God might be found.

Article IV

Membership

Section1. 
Qualification for Membership.      
We welcome the inclusion of individuals or families who desire to be a part of our spiritual family, furthering the mission of the Congregation and upholding our collective, Jewish values.  Eligibility for membership is open to any individual or family having one adult member that was born to a Jewish mother or converted through one of the normative Jewish communities and who seeks a deeper connection with God, Jewish tradition, and Jewish peoplehood. 

. 
Section 2.  
Types of Membership.     There shall be various types of membership as approved from time to time by the Board of Directors (the “Directors”).  The types of membership shall include, but are not, limited to:

a.
Family Membership: Such membership shall be extended to couples (one vote per member spouse or partner) and single parent families (one vote), and shall include the right to vote.

b.
Individual Membership: Such membership shall be extended to single   adults who are at least 18 years of age, and shall include the right to vote.

c.
Honorary Membership: Such membership may be conferred upon the Rabbis and Cantor of the Congregation and their spouses, and other deserving persons of the community as determined by the Board of Directors.   This membership has no voting rights.

d.
Supporting Membership:  Such membership may be extended to families or individuals (i) who are members primarily of another synagogue are in good standing at that synagogue, and  wish to maintain their support and connection to the Congregation or (ii) who reside out of the 13 county metro-Atlanta region but participate and connect with the Congregation virtually or remotely. This membership has no voting rights.

Section 3.
Voting Rights; Member in Good Standing.
The term “right to vote” shall be defined as one vote per member in good standing.  A “member in good standing” shall be defined as a member of the Congregation who is not delinquent in his or her financial obligations to the Congregation, as reasonably determined by the Executive Director.

Section 4.
Applications for Membership.     Application for memberships shall be made in writing. The Membership Committee shall report to the Board of Directors (on no less than a quarterly basis) the status of membership including the number and type of each new membership as well as the number and type of each departed and/or resigned membership.

Section 5. 
Acceptance of Membership.     The Executive Director will review all applications for membership to ensure eligibility subject to policies and procedures as may be established by the Board of Directors. The decision of the Executive Director may be appealed to the Membership Committee or other ad hoc committee established for that purpose.  At least six (6) members of such committee shall be present to constitute quorum and a two-thirds vote of committee members at a meeting where a quorum is present is required to reverse the Executive Director’s decision.

Section 6. 
Suspension of Membership.     A member may be suspended or dropped from membership for failure to pay dues or fees for a period of one year without valid cause as reasonably determined by the Executive Director and further subject to such policies and procedures as may be established by the Board of Directors.  The decision of the Executive Director may be appealed to the Membership Committee or other ad hoc committee established for such purpose.  At least six (6) members or such committee shall be present to constitute a quorum and a two-thirds vote of committee members at a meeting where a quorum is present is required to reverse the Executive Director’s decision. 

Section 7.
Dues and Assessments.  
      All members shall pay such dues, assessments and other monetary obligations as shall be determined from time to time by the Board of Directors.  Individual monetary arrangements will be made by the Executive Director upon request for such consideration and review of financial need.  Such arrangements will be held in strict confidence.

Section 8.
Privileges of Membership.     Members in good standing shall enjoy the following privileges: 

a.
To attend and to have a voice in the affairs of the Congregation at any meeting of the Board of Directors, except for meetings held in executive session and subject to policies and procedures established by the Directors.

b.
To have access to information regarding all meetings 
conducted by the Board of Directors and Board of Trustees (except for meetings held in executive session).

c.
Except as otherwise provided in these By-Laws, to attend, have a voice in and vote at all meetings of the Congregation;

d.
To hold office in the Congregation, including the position of an officer or a  Director or a Trustee;

e.
To participate in all religious services, programs and activities of the Congregation in accordance with rules and regulations established by the Board of Directors and the Senior Rabbi;

f.
To enroll their children in the Religious schools of the Congregation, subject to rules and regulations established by the Board of Directors;

g.
To petition the Board of Directors to have matters placed on its agenda, subject to rules and procedures adopted by the Board of Directors.


