Pirkei Avot
Words that Bind OR Words that Break

Bonnie Levine

Pirkei Avot 1:12

(12) Hillel and Shammai received [the oral tradition] from
them. Hillel used to say: be of the disciples of Aaron,
loving peace and pursuing peace, loving mankind and
drawing them close to the Torah.

Pirkei Avot 2:4

(4) He used to say: do His will as though it were your
will, so that He will do your will as though it were His.
Set aside your will in the face of His will, so that he may
set aside the will of others for the sake of your will. Hillel
said: do not separate yourself from the community, Do
not trust in yourself until the day of your death, Do not
judge your fellow man until you have reached his place.
Do not say something that cannot be understood
[trusting] that in the end it will be understood. Say not:
‘when I shall have leisure I shall study;’ perhaps you will
not have leisure.

Pirkei Avot 3:14

(14) He used to say: Beloved is man for he was created in
the image [of God]. Especially beloved is he for it was
made known to him that he had been created in the
image [of God], as it is said: “for in the image of God He
made man” (Genesis 9:6). Beloved are Israel in that they
were called children to the All-Present. Especially
beloved are they for it was made known to them that
they are called children of the All-Present, as it is said:
“you are children to the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy
14:1). Beloved are Israel in that a precious vessel was
given to them. Especially beloved are they for it was
made known to them that the desirable instrument, with
which the world had been created, was given to them, as
itis said: “for I give you good instruction; forsake not my
teaching” (Proverbs 4:2).
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Pirkei Avot 4:1

(1) Ben Zoma said: Who is wise? He who learns from
every man, as it is said: “From all who taught me have I
gained understanding” (Psalms 119:99). Who is mighty?
He who subdues his [evil] inclination, as it is said: “He
thatis slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that
rules his spirit than he that takes a city” (Proverbs 16:32).
Who is rich? He who rejoices in his lot, as it is said: “You
shall enjoy the fruit of your labors, you shall be happy and
you shall prosper” (Psalms 128:2) “You shall be happy” in
this world, “and you shall prosper” in the world to come.
Who is he that is honored? He who honors his fellow
human beings as it is said: “For  honor those that honor
Me, but those who spurn Me shall be dishonored” (I
Samuel 2:30).

Pirkei Avot 5:17

(17) Every dispute that is for the sake of Heaven, will in
the end endure; But one that is not for the sake of Heaven,
will not endure. Which is the controversy thatis for the
sake of Heaven? Such was the controversy of Hillel and
Shammai. And which is the controversy that is not for the
sake of Heaven? Such was the controversy of Korah and all
his congregation.

Pirkei Avot 6:11

(11) Whatever the Holy Blessed One created in His world,
he created only for His glory, as itis said: “All who are
linked to My name, whom I have created, formed and
made for My glory” (Isaiah 43:7), And it says: “The Lord
shall reign for ever and ever” (Exodus 15:18).

***Concluding Passage

Said Rabbi Hananiah ben Akashya: It pleased the Holy
Blessed One to grant merit to Israel, that is why He gave
them Torah and commandments in abundance, as it is
said, “The Lord was pleased for His righteousness, to make
Torah great and glorious” (Isaiah 42:21).
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